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By Sarah Richardson

Sir Robert McAlpine defied the slowdown last
month to take the top spot with £337m worth
of work. What’s more, the bulk of it was in the
commercial sector, including a £152m job for
exhibition organiser ExCeL and a £116m
project for Pace Investments, both in London.

The wins, together with projects for
Westmark in Bristol and the Crown Estate
Commissioners in London, sent McAlpine
almost £150m clear of Kier, the second-place
contractor. Kier stuck to its low-cost,
high-quantity formula to pick up 38 jobs
worth a total of £200m, £169m of which were
in the public sector.

In total, the public sector was worth £770m
to the industry, and Willmott Dixon, the 
third-placed contractor, performed well in
this arena. Its contracts included two school
deals in Kent worth £32.5m in total.

Fourth-placed BAM Construct was also a
winner in the education market – it picked up
college schemes worth £78m for Varndean
College in Brighton and Sutton Coldfield
College in the West Midlands.

Despite dire predictions for the future of
commercial work, the sector was worth
£778m, still the biggest source of
employment. Wates, the fifth-placed
contractor, picked up £52m of it, including a
£26m office contract for developer Segro in
Winnersh, Berkshire.

The good news for the sector was that the
total amount of work won was £1.8bn, up
from £1.4bn in September, but at 302, the
number of contracts was down by 40 from
September. Last month’s table-topper
Carillion was one firm to suffer from the drop
in jobs. It picked up just £24.7m worth of
work across eight contracts.

Laing O’Rourke’s fortunes also darkened
during October. It secured only £45m of 
work which pushed it down to 14th place
from 6th last time around. However, this was
enough to ensure that it retained its
commanding lead at the top of the rolling
annual league, with £4.2bn of work won 
since November 2007.

kFor more rankings of UK contractors and 
consultants log on to www.building.co.uk/leaguetables

Sir Robert McAlpine gets 
leading role in the office
Business barometer Contractor dominates October league thanks to big commercial wins

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Foster + Partners 3 1,813
2 Building Design Partnership 27 1,675
3 EDAW 9 1,453
4 Allies + Morrison 7 1,345
5 HOK International Limited 11 1,144
6 Stanton Williams 3 1,011
7 Make Architects 1 1,000
8 Leslie Jones Architects 5 692
9 Rogers Stirk Harbour and Partners 2 650
10 Kohn Pedersen Fox 4 555
11 John McAslan + Partners 6 554
12 Ateliers Jean Nouvel 1 500
13 PRP Architects 18 483
14 Aedas 38 460
15 Sheppard Robson 9 364
16 Patel Taylor Architects 2 351
17 Space Architecture Management 13 346
18 S&P Architects 3 343
19 Pick Everard 10 337
20 Manser Practice 2 330

Total 174 15,405

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Highways Agency 17 3,251
2 BAA Lynton 3 1,831
3 Olympic Delivery Authority 18 1,656
4 Exel 1 1,000
5 London & Continental Railways 1 1,000
6 GMPTE 6 700
7 Land Securities Group 8 627
8 Airtricity Developments (Scotland) 1 548
9 DIFA Fonds NR1 1 500
10 Hammerson Group 1 500
11 Hampshire council 44 494
12 South Tyneside Homes 4 485
13 Transport for London 5 476
14 Scottish government 1 445
15 SEEDA 3 368
16 Liverpool Football Club 1 350
17 University Hospital Birmingham 2 336
18 Quintain Estates & Development 3 334
19 Peel Media 6 332
20 Cambridgeshire council 12 319

Total 138 15,550

TOP CONTRACTORS INCLUDING CIVILS
monthly work won, 1–31 October 2008

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 – Sir Robert McAlpine 5 337
2 5 Kier 39 200
3 4 Balfour Beatty 60 133
4 11 Willmott Dixon 15 108
5 9 BAM Construct 4 104
6 29 BAM Nuttall 4 94
7 3 Wates 7 92
8 18 Skanska 6 87
9 10 Norwest Holst 4 86
10 – Costain 2 78
11 21 Bowmer & Kirkland 8 76
12 – Bovis Lend Lease 3 74
13 8 Rok 9 64
14 2 Morgan Sindall 24 63
15 6 Laing O’Rourke 4 55
16 7 ISG 15 51
17 27 Apollo Group 9 44
18 32 Midas Group 9 41
19 – Taylor Woodrow 15 39
20 12 Miller 1 36
21 1 Carillion 11 29
22 20 Interserve Projects 12 20
23 15 Breyer Group 10 18
24 28 Buckingham Group 4 18
25 – Mulalley & Co 4 16
26 23 VHE Construction 1 15
27 – Shaylor Group 5 13
28 – Higgins Group 3 13
29 24 Thomas Vale 21 13
30 – Volker Stevin 1 12

Total 315 2,027

TOP CONTRACTORS EXCLUDING CIVILS 
monthly work won, 1–31 October 2008

TOP ARCHITECTS
1 November 2007–31 October 2008

TOP CLIENTS/PROMOTERS
1 November 2007–31 October 2008

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 – Sir Robert McAlpine 5 337
2 4 Kier 38 200
3 11 Willmott Dixon 15 108
4 9 BAM Construct 4 104
5 2 Wates 7 92
6 5 Balfour Beatty 48 86
7 10 Norwest Holst 3 79
8 – Costain 1 77
9 18 Bowmer & Kirkland 8 76
10 – Bovis Lend Lease 3 74
11 8 Rok 8 63
12 3 Morgan Sindall 24 63
13 7 ISG 15 51
14 6 Laing O’Rourke 2 45
15 24 Apollo Group 9 44
16 29 Midas Group 9 41
17 12 Miller 1 36
18 – Taylor Woodrow 10 33
19 1 Carillion 8 25
20 14 Breyer Group 10 18
21 – Mulalley & Co 4 16
22 26 Interserve Projects 11 16
23 – Shaylor Group 5 13
24 20 Skanska 2 13
25 – Higgins Group 3 13
26 25 Buckingham Group 2 12
27 – Volker Stevin 1 12
28 23 Watkin Jones 1 12
29 39 Wrekin Construction 1 9
30 21 Thomas Vale 7 9

Total 265 1,776
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Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 EC Harris 51 4,060
2 Davis Langdon 104 2,188
3 Gardiner & Theobald 76 1,220
4 Faithful + Gould 46 698
5 Gleeds 35 626
6 Franklin + Andrews 14 537
7 Cyril Sweett 61 481
8 DBK Group 44 428
9 Stace 115 378
10 Turner & Townsend 28 326
11 Tweeds 39 274
12 Thomas and Adamson 3 225
13 Northcroft 29 218
14 Pick Everard 4 216
15 Doig & Smith 11 206
16 Edmond Shipway 12 165
17 Ian Sayer and Company 4 165
18 Calford Seaden Partnership 11 137
19 Philip Pank Partnership (Norwich) 10 130
20 Walker Management 4 126

Total 701 12,802

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 1 Laing O’Rourke 39 4,194
2 2 Balfour Beatty 905 3,677
3 3 BAM Construct 85 2,011
4 4 Kier 372 2,000
5 5 Carillion 177 1,770
6 6 Costain 56 1,709
7 9 Sir Robert McAlpine 24 1,660
8 8 Morgan Sindall 406 1,534
9 7 Skanska 118 1,199
10 10 Bovis Lend Lease 17 974
11 12 Rok 256 885
12 14 Willmott Dixon 100 885
13 11 ISG 216 858
14 13 Bowmer & Kirkland 91 838
15 16 Wates 122 651
16 15 Morrison Utilities 12 640
17 17 Apollo Group 109 613
18 18 Miller 32 571
19 19 Galliford Try 117 543
20 21 BAM Nuttall 70 459
21 22 Norwest Holst 78 456
22 20 Interserve Projects 209 414
23 24 Ardmore 4 364
24 23 Fitzpatrick 52 361
25 25 May Gurney 12 357
26 27 Von Roll Inova 1 350
27 26 Leadbitter 64 320
28 28 Lakehouse Contracts 91 318
29 31 Taylor Woodrow 67 244
30 30 Renew 116 234

Total 4,018 31,088

TOP QUANTITY SURVEYORS
1 November 2007–31 October 2008

YEARLY WORK WON
1 November 2007–31 October 2008

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-3533 500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
� Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

Taylor Wimpey said talks with its banks had 
been “a tad disappointing” after it confirmed 
that it would not agree revised lending
arrangements until early next year, writes
Sarah Richardson.

Pete Redfern, the chief executive, and Chris
Rickard, the chief financial officer, gave the
assessment after releasing an interim
management statement on Tuesday that
revealed that a previously announced
restructuring had resulted in an additional
1,000 job losses. This brings the company’s
total redundancies this year to 1,900.

The company said its current order book in
the UK stood at 6,607 homes, compared with
11,074 at this point last year. It currently has
1,300 unsold homes in the UK, equivalent to
eight weeks’ supply at current sales rates.

The company said housing conditions
remained “extremely challenging”, and added
that it may need to make further writedowns
in the value of its landbank and work in
progress.

The company was due to meet with bond
holders this week to try to broker a solution
to its financial difficulties. The company’s
debt has now grown from £1.7bn to £1.9bn. It

confirmed that it was unlikely to strike a deal
with banks over a revised covenant structure
until early next year.

The firm said it was reviewing other
“strategic options” to reduce its debt,
including a deal with providers of equity
capital and the possibility of selling parts of
its UK landbank.

Alastair Stewart, an analyst at Dresdner
Kleinwort, said the consideration of other
options to reduce debt was the “one sliver of
upside” for Taylor Wimpey.

Stewart added that he believed aggressive
discounting was behind the firm’s fall of 27%
in net reservations, which compares
favourably to its peers. He said: “Every
housebuilder we have spoken to, quoted and
private, alleges that Taylor Wimpey first and
Barratt second are the most aggressive
discounters in their markets and often have a
destabilising effect.”

Sharewatch P19

Kier house prices down 15%
Kier has reported that the
average selling price for its
homes has dropped 10-15%
from its peak. In an interim
management statement, the
company said its order book of
reserved and exchanged units
was 60% below the same
period last year. However, the
company’s financial
performance remains in line
with expectations and its
construction division has made
a strong start to the new
financial year, with more than
90% of revenue secured. 

Galliford’s £50m writedown
Construction and housebuilding
group Galliford Try is planning
to make a further £50m
writedown in the value of its
land holdings as it warned profit
for the coming financial year
may be lower than expected.
The firm said it was likely to
write down the land because of
“further significant
deterioration” in the housing
market since its announcement
of a £9.1m land writedown in its
full-year results in September.
It said cancellation rates had
increased to 28%. 

Bovis slashes build programme
Bovis Homes said it will build
39% fewer homes this year as
it battles with the “worst
trading environment for many
years”. Bovis said that full-year
profit was still on course to
meet analysts’ expectations,
but that it would sell 1,800
homes in 2008, compared with
2,930 in 2007, with one-third of
the homes being affordable. It
said it had also stopped buying
or selling land. The firm warned
that it was likely to make a
writedown on the value of its
strategic land in December. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

TW ‘disappointed’ by bank talks
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Redfern: Further asset writedowns in the offing

TAYLOR WIMPEY SAID IT IS
REVIEWING ‘STRATEGIC
OPTIONS’ TO REDUCE ITS
DEBT, INCLUDING A DEAL
WITH PROVIDERS OF 
EQUITY CAPITAL AND THE
SALE OF PARTS OF ITS UK
LANDBANK
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