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Erith Contractors
Demolition contractor
Kent
Turnover: £42m
Staff: 200

And who might buy them …
Balfour Beatty
Is looking for contractors based in Kent and
the south Midlands, although some suggest
there may be a bigger deal in the pipeline. 

Galliford Try and Kier
Both are tipped to buy mid-sized contractors. 

The Europeans 
The billions that will have to be thrown at 

the UK’s creaking Victorian infrastructure 
in coming years make this country an
attractive proposition for European
companies from countries where the trains
run on time.
Bouygues is looking for £100m-plus
regional contractors across the UK. It is
understood to be in advanced talks with
two or three, although some have
suggested it may make swoop for a large

player such as Costain.
Hochtief may be less inclined to splash the
cash after some recent acquisitions in
Germany.
Ferrovial may be looking at contractors over
here, as the Spanish market pauses for
breath.
Vinci’s purchase of Stradform will not be its
last according to the company’s stated aim of
buying regional companies.

The next regional attractions? 

Osborne
Construction, civil
engineering, homes and
property services
London and South-east
Turnover: £251m
Staff: 1,000

Herbert T Forrest
Social housing and local
authority refurbishment 
North-west
Turnover: £40m
Staff: 300

Thomas Vale
Construction, civil
engineering, affordable
housing
Midlands
Turnover: £160m
Staff: 535

Midas
Construction, affordable
housing 
South-west and south Wales
Turnover: £203m 
Staff: 800-1,000

Applecross Properties
Housebuilder
Glasgow and Edinburgh
Turnover: £46m
Staff: 80

Clugston
Construction, civil
engineering, property
development and FM
North and Midlands
Turnover: £130m
Staff: 610

SPI 
Social housing 
refurbishment 
Midlands, west England 
and Wales
Turnover: £35m
Staff: 481

Borras Construction
Contractor
South-east and South
Midlands
Turnover: £50m
Staff: 223

Strata Homes
Housebuilder
North and Midlands
Turnover: £81m
Staff: 156

The list of top regional targets in 2008 was compiled with the assistance of
City analysts and the National Federation of Builders (a 2,000-strong 
umbrella body of which 95% of the members are regional contractors). It is
also based on award nominations. The two overriding criteria were a healthy
balance sheet and good local reputation.
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