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Bovis Lend Lease returned to the top of the
contractors’ league in March, buoyed by a
huge PFI deal for Lancashire council.

It is the second time that Bovis, which won
£342m of work, has topped the league since
the start of the year. Like Bovis’ last winning
performance in January, the victory was
secured through a strong performance on
public sector contracts, with the firm
winning a £320m PFI deal to construct and
operate two waste management plants for
Lancashire council.

Bovis’ nearest challenger for pole position
was Rok, which won 38 contracts and leaped
into second place from 17th last time. Rok’s
work was mainly secured in the housing
sector, with its biggest win a £240m project
for Daventry council.

Another surprise performer was 
Essex-based contractor Lakehouse Contracts,
which entered the chart in fourth place
thanks to a series of big housing wins. These
included a £150m scheme for the London
Authority Procurement Network, and a £28m
deal for the London Housing Corporation.

Overall, the table confirmed that the
housing market shows no sign of slowing,
despite recent interest rate rises. Housing
was the strongest sector by a long way during
the month, providing contractors with £922m
of work: more than £200m greater than any
other sector.

In total, contractors picked up £3bn of work
during the period, as spending gathered pace
after a steady start to the year. About £2.4bn
of work was awarded in both January and
February. Bovis Lend Lease’s performance
was enough for it to keep its place at the top
of the table when civils work was included,
despite not winning any work in the sector.
Morgan Sindall was lifted into the top three
in this table, thanks to a £250m
infrastructure win for National Grid.

Balfour Beatty, usually a strong performer
when civils work is included, dropped to
fourth from first, despite 57 wins. However,
the setback was not enough to displace it
from the top of the cumulative league.

For more league tables, log on to
www.building.co.uk/leaguetables

Bovis Lend Lease
cleans up in March
Business barometer PFI waste plants for Lancashire council take contractor to top of table

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Allies & Morrison 14 1,197
2 HOK International 10 1,138
3 EDAW 7 1,115
4 Holder Mathias Architects 17 1,022
5 Building Design Partnership 37 774
6 Mott MacDonald 1 550
7 Kohn Pedersen Fox 1 500
8 Carey Jones Architects 14 481
9 Sheppard Robson 22 481
10 Michael Squire and Partners 5 478
11 Aedas Architects Limited 66 466
12 Chapman Taylor Partnership 7 459
13 John McAslan + Partners 4 455
14 Broadway Malyan 24 427
15 RPS Burks Green 27 413
16 Capita Symonds 37 352
17 Hamilton Associates 12 330
18 HLM Architects 17 304
19 CZWG Architects 2 301
20 3D (Architects) 33 270

Total 357 11,512

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 British Nuclear Fuels 1 6,500
2 Olympic Delivery Authority 8 1,565
3 Defence 10 1,293
4 Land Securities 16 757
5 Greenwich 5 553
6 Heron Property Corporation 1 500
7 Edinburgh council 4 460
8 Portsmouth Housing Association 9 340
9 2010 Rotherham 1 330
10 Highways Agency 40 322
11 Rotherham council 5 320
12 South East England DA 2 302
13 Tees Valley Regeneration 1 300
14 Blackpool council 1 300
15 BG 5 283
16 Centrica Langage 1 273
17 Stannifer 2 256
18 Scottish Water 2 250
19 Strategic Rail Authority 1 240
20 Glasgow council 30 233

Total 145 15,377

Top contractors including civils
monthly work won, 1–31 March 2007

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 42 Bovis Lend Lease 2 342
2 20 Rok 38 307
3 5 Morgan Sindall 29 294
4 1 Balfour Beatty 57 242
5 – Lakehouse Contracts 6 194
6 2 Kier 40 156
7 – FM Conway 9 147
8 8 Laing O’Rourke 6 108
9 – Taylor Woodrow 24 108
10 4 Carillion 23 89
11 – Costain 5 79
12 10 Galliford Try 16 71
13 – Sisk 7 71
14 3 HBG Construction 4 71
15 18 Durkan 9 56
16 6 Apollo Group 18 56
17 15 Bowmer & Kirkland 6 43
18 – R Durtnell & Sons 16 40
19 32 Renew (was Montpellier) 16 40
20 7 Wates 7 37
21 12 Interserve Projects 21 35
22 – Norwest Holst 5 33.
23 – John Laing 2 29
24 24 Barr 2 25
25 14 ISG 16 24
26 30 Thomas Vale 8 23
27 11 Skanska 13 22
28 17 Winvic Construction 3 20
29 27 Miller 2 20
30 34 Inspace 5 18

Total 415 2,798

Top contractors excluding civils 
monthly work won, 1–31 March 2007

Top architects
1 April 2006–31 March 2007

Top clients/promoters
1 April 2006–31 March 2007

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 34 Bovis Lend Lease 2 342
2 17 Rok 38 307
3 7 Balfour Beatty 41 218
4 44 Lakehouse Contracts 6 194
5 1 Kier 40 156
6 5 Laing O’Rourke 6 108
7 – Taylor Woodrow 13 78
8 – Sisk 7 71
9 2 HBG Construction 4 71
10 14 Durkan 9 56
11 3 Apollo Group 18 56
12 15 Carillion 13 45
13 6 Morgan Sindall 28 44
14 11 Bowmer & Kirkland 6 43
15 26 Renew (was Montpellier) 15 40
16 4 Wates 7 37
17 – Costain 3 36
18 8 Galliford Try 8 35
19 – John Laing Ptshp 2 29
20 20 Barr 2 25
21 9 ISG 16 24
22 10 Interserve Projects 14 23
23 29 Thomas Vale 8 23
24 50 Norwest Holst 3 21
25 – Winvic Construction 3 20
26 22 Miller 2 20
27 28 Inspace 5 18
28 21 Willmott Dixon 3 18
29 24 Cowlin 1 16
30 23 Tolent 6 15

Total 328 2,186
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Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 EC Harris 84 5,048
2 Davis Langdon 58 3,741
3 Turner & Townsend 34 3,299
4 Franklin and Andrews 129 2,039
5 Gleeds 59 1,354
6 Cyril Sweett 68 826
7 Gardiner & Theobald 50 429
8 Faithful + Gould 72 414
9 Tweeds (WYG) 92 352
10 Burnley Wilson & Fish 17 347
11 AYH 29 319
12 Bucknall Austin 19 301
13 Intec Management 1 273
14 Northcroft 47 262
15 Back Group 37 238
16 Doig & Smith 15 220
17 WT Partnership 41 211
18 Laing O'Rourke 1 200
19 Thomas & Adamson 2 197
20 AA Projects 13 173

Total 868 20,243

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 1 Balfour Beatty 805 3,594
2 5 Bovis Lend Lease 31 2,063
3 2 Skanska 177 1,945
4 4 Carillion 166 1,904
5 6 Morgan Sindall 446 1,737
6 3 Kier 480 1,709
7 7 Laing O’Rourke 78 1,602
8 8 HBG Construction 95 1,346
9 10 Rok 359 1,032
10 9 Wates 181 836
11 12 Taylor Woodrow 57 779
12 14 Galliford Try 95 681
13 13 Bowmer & Kirkland 105 620
14 11 Sir Robert McAlpine 21 595
15 18 Apollo Group 64 502
16 17 Norwest Holst 51 469.
17 15 Edmund Nuttall 87 46
18 16 Interserve Projects 318 451
19 20 Miller 44 431
20 19 ISG 79 401
21 21 Barr 50 373
22 24 Costain 37 343
23 22 Morrison 36 339
24 25 Inspace 38 318
25 23 Willmott Dixon 56 293
26 27 May Gurney 39 283
27 26 Leadbitter 75 263
28 32 Renew (was Montpellier) 125 247
29 33 Cowlin 48 241
30 – Lakehouse Contracts 74 234

Total 4,316 25,677

Top quantity surveyors
1 April 2006–31 March 2007

Yearly work won
1 April 2006–31 March 2007

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-353 3500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
■ Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

Consultant White Young Green has appointed
Lawrie Haynes, the former head of the British
Nuclear Group (BNG) as chief executive,
writes Sarah Richardson.

Haynes will take over in July, when current
incumbent John Purvis steps down prior to
his retirement. Coinciding with Haynes’
appointment, Building has learned that the
consultant is to launch an energy division,
focusing on nuclear and renewables work.

Until recently, Haynes was the chief
executive of BNG, a main board director of
British Nuclear Fuels Limited and chief
executive of the Highways Agency.

Peter Wood, WYG chairman, said: “I’m
delighted that we’ve recruited such a capable
and experienced successor in Lawrie Haynes.
His background and expertise will enable us
to continue our growth as one of the leading
multidisciplinary consulting groups."

WYG has identified energy and transport,
two areas of Haynes’ expertise, as growth
sectors. It is set to launch an energy business,
that will draw together the company’s work
in the nuclear and wider renewables sectors.

It is thought that the energy division may
have a presence in the new-build nuclear
sector. The division is due to be launched in

the middle of next month.
The company has experience of consultancy

work in nuclear decommissioning and waste
management. It has been appointed by the
Nuclear Decommissioning Agency to the
review panel looking at accelerating the
decommissioning of Magnox sites, and is
working for BNG at Sellafield.

The consultant also has a “sustainability
bureau”, which provides renewable energy,
carbon footprinting and environmental
assessment services to clients. The group has
worked on the design of wind turbine farms
in north-west Scotland and the development
of bio-diesel plants in Belfast and County
Tipperary in Ireland.

For breaking business stories log on to
www.building.co.uk/finance

WYG appoints new boss

I’m delighted that we’ve 
recruited such a capable 
and experienced 
successor
PETER WOOD, WYG CHAIRMAN

March is boom month for industry
March is likely to go down as
one of the best ever months
for UK construction,
according to early economic
indicators.

City sources predict
materials companies’ sales
figures for March will be the
best in over a year, despite
February being relatively
slow. The improved
performance coincides with
growth in the housing and
commercial sectors.

One beneficiary of the active
market is likely to be Travis
Perkins, the UK’s second
largest builders’ merchant.
The firm said it had had a very

encouraging start to the year,
and that March was
“especially positive”. It said:
“2006 was a period of slow
and steady recovery in the
DIY and trade market, and we
are now seeing that pick up.”

The company said that it
expected the market to build
further in the first half of the
year, although it was more
cautious about the second
owing to the impact of higher
interest rates.

News of the materials sales
increases come after
property agency Savills said
its index of UK commercial
development rose to a three-

year high in March. Savills
said its commercial property
index rose to 66.2, its highest
level since March 2004.

Barbour Index figures show
this strength was even greater
elsewhere, particularly with
new work in the public and
housing sectors (see left). 

Meanwhile, Rightmove, the
property website, said that
asking prices for houses had
risen at their fastest pace for
five years. Rightmove said the
average house value rose
£8,300 in the past month, a
growth of 3.6%. 

Economics PP68-71

Haynes will bring expertise in the nuclear sector
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